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o i It may be premature to judge the appomtment
4 of Adm. Stansfield Turner to head the CIA. gBut
E from all accounts, he seems to be the right man in.
the right place at the right time, = :: 48
. .§ ‘That Adm. Turner wasn’t. President Carfers
fu'st choice hardly -diminishes his quahhcahons
Thouah the Sorensen nomination failed for aJI the
wrong reasons; it-was. nonetheless a ‘political"pay-"
off.:;The forrnex: Kennedy aide’s job would: bave
been frustrated on that ‘count. alone. Besides3 Mr. -
Carter quickly:learned a pncel’ esson about
deahng with the Congress.: E

well the Pres1dent has learned. As'a military: man
with a brilliant  career, the admiral will more than
s_ahsfy Senate conservatives that the sensxtlve CIA:-
post is in safe hands. But as something of an 1cono—
clast with a penchant for unorthodox 1deas he also

should get’ the approval of . Senate hberals who

-~ “\What. reservatloné remain about'Adm.T Tumer
focus on two, equally important matters. The first -
is whether his. military career gives him ' a bias -

S

macy of covert ¢ operatxons Wi £ I
¥ Concerning the first t1uestioh~, "Adm: Turper not
'nly has the. reputatxon of bemg one of the Navy s

. - d :
ects tne otion that because the Sov1ets have mor_

m iral fe? ihe

- ;"';j gence _operations. On this Adm: Turner has made
“In fact, the. Turner. appomtment 1Hustrat°§ how

ways with strict accountability to the President. -

' "that favors mmtary over civilian mtelhdence estx-»

‘;f;natmg hkn Ai any rate; the Senate confirmation

.:“the internal affau‘s another country,

STAT

shxps than the Umted States they therefore emoy'
superior military capability on the seas. The ad-
-miral says such comparisons are nonsense He ar-
+ gues, rather,:that this nation’s concern shouldn’t -
be with statxstxcs but with how well certain ships

perform the:role for which they are built. In other -

‘words, Adm. Turner already takes a skeptical ap- ",

“proach to xmhtary mtelhgence estlmates and eval-
uatlons~ = S e e

% The second quest;ondeals w1th the other sxde’_.
of the same coin, specifically the CIA’s own intelli-

precxous few public comments to prmnde the basis
- for even a téntative judgment of his attitudes. But i
"both President Carter and Secretary of State Cyrus
Vance have strongly committed the administration '
‘to tight control over the CIA. Mr. Vance recently .
promxsed that covert operations would only be un-
dertaken‘in highly unusual circumstances and ale :

. 1f that’s followed to the letter, it should mean '5.
-no more CIA. assassmatxon plots, ‘no. more Bay of
‘Pigs fiascos and no more CIA. attempts to. over-
.throw governments this nation doesn’t like. 1t is,’
moreover -almost 1mp0551b1e to imagine the Carter

‘hearings-should clear up any lingering doubts that.

.the admiral will keep the agency from meddling in
fnend or {
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